
Spanish for Naturalists

Ernesto Garcia – Ortega, Urban Wildlife Biologist
Wendy Anderson, Texas Nature Tracker Biologist

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department



Agenda

English

• Introductions
• Relevancy
• Basic Pronunciation 
• Examples
• Continuing education

Español

• Presentaciones
• Relevancia
• Pronunciación básica 
• Ejemplos
• Educación permanente



Introduce your self in chat!

“Hola, me llamo [your name]. Soy de [your 
hometown]”



My name is Wendy
Me llamo Wendy

• I studied Spanish in Costa Rica and in 
Spain

• Estudié español en Costa Rica y en España.

• I use castellano Spanish, which includes 
lisps and vosotros. For example, I say 
“y’all live in thivilithathion” instead of
“you all live in civilization.”

• Yo hablo español castellano, que incluida 
theta y vosotros. Por ejemplo, yo digo 
“vivís en thivilithathion” en vez de “viven 
ustedes en civilización”

• I am still learning common names of 
animals and plants in Spanish

• Todavía estoy aprendiendo nombres 
comunes de animales y plantas en español.

2011 – Toledo, Spain



My name is Ernesto
 Me llamo Ernesto

• I was born and raised in Reynosa, Tam, 
MX.

• Soy nacido y criado en Reynosa, Tam, MX.

• I obtained my bachelor’s degree in 
environmental engineering at the 
Universidad Autonoma de Tamaulipas.

• Obtuve mi licenciatura en ingeniería 
ambiental en la Universidad Autónoma de 
Tamaulipas.

• I studied the survival, habitat selection, 
and nesting ecology of  scaled quail in 
the Chihuahuan Desert.

• Estudié la sobrevivencia, selección de 
hábitat, y ecología de anidamiento de la 
codorniz escamosa en el desierto 
Chihuahuense.



Answer in chat: 

How do you see using 
Spanish as a Master 

Naturalist?



Spanish English Cognates*

• Coyote
• Animals
• Plants
• Natural 
• Local

• Coyote
• Animales
• Plantas
• Natural 
• Local

*Cognates = words that have the same original linguistic root 



FALSE Cognates*

• Embarazada
• Sopa
• Éxito
• Fábrica
• Nombre
• Delito

• Pregnant
• Soup
• Success
• Factory
• Name
• Crime

*Cognates = words that have the same original linguistic root 



Animals in Spanish – Cultural significance
¿Qué significa? 

Black Witch moth by front door Barn owl



https://worldpopulationreview.com/state-rankings/hispanic-population-by-state

Relevancy



Where to start?

BUILD AND MEMORIZE YOUR 
VOCABULARY. WRITING LINES IS AN 

EFFICIENT WAY TO MEMORIZE 
WORDS, RATHER THAN FORM OF 

PUNISHMENT. 

SPEAKING AND WRITING AT THE 
SAME TIME. WATCH TV!



Survival 101

How do you say this? = Cómo 
se dice esto (grab the item, 

point it out) en español? 
I need ___ = Yo necesito ____

I would like to order = Me 
gustaría ordenar/quiero 

ordenar

Please/thanks = por 
favor/gracias



Basic pronunciation

• Ga, gue, gui, go, gu: Gato, guerra, guiso, gol, Gustavo.

• Ge, gi, güi: Germán, Gilberto, pingüino. 

• Ja, je, ji, jo, ju: Jalisco, jerarquía, jitomate, joven, Julio.

• Gr: grapa, granjeno, grua, grabar. Similar to greek.



Vowels and Accents

•Murciélago

•Accents on vowels, only!



B -V

• Sound the same!!

• Vaticano, veloz, vivíparo, volcán, vuelo.

• Batman, Benito, bisabuelo, boda, burro.



H

• Silent if it is not followed by the C.

• Hacha, hecho, historia, holocausto, hueco.

• Chapultepec, mapache, Chiapas, macho, churro.



I

• Sounds like an E. 

• Iglesia, instituto, Islandia, Isaac, intensidad.



J

• Jalisco, jerarquía, jitomate, Jonás, juego.



L

• Similar sound as in english, but if it is double sounds like a G.

• Lla, lle, lli, llo, llu: llave, lleno, allí, cabello, lluvia.

•  La, le, li, lo, lu: Ladron, lechuga, licuado, locomotora, luz.



Q

• Used only before E and I, and followed by a silent U.

• Enrique, queso, quesadilla, quiero, quien, química.



R

1. Tip of your tongue pushing the palate.

2. Blow air while maintining the tonghe on the palate.



S-Z

•  Zacate, Zelandia zigoto, zopilote, zurdo.

• Sal, selenio, sierra, Sonora, sur.



U

• Silent after Q: Querétaro, parque, quimera, quince, quirúrgico.

• Pronounced when ü: Pingüino, güero, bilingüe, lingüística, cigüeña.

Sounds like U: Uva, utero, urbano, utilidad, ultra.



X

• Sounds like KS if it is between vowels or at the end of a word: exigir, 
exagerar, fénix. 

• Sounds like KS or S if it is at the end of a syllable and is followed by a 
consonant: expresar, contexto, excusa.

• Sounds like an S if it is the first letter or a word: Xenofobia, Xóchitl, xerosis.

• Sounds like H with only a few words: Ximena, México, Texas, Oaxaca, 
Quixote.



Y

• Sounds like a soft G.

• Ya, ye, yi, yo, yu: Ayala, yegua, rayita, Yoda, Yucatán



• Three javelinas were looking 
for water. Only one found it.

•  Tres jabalís estaban 
buscando agua. Solo uno la 
encontró.



• A male bobwhite quail is 
perched on a fence post.

•  Una codorniz norteña está 
perchada en el poste de la 
cerca.



• A white-tailed deer buck 
is running through the 
brush.

• Un venado cola blanca 
está corriendo através del 
matorral/monte.



• Tamaulipan 
thornscrub 

• Matorral espinoso 
tamaulipeco



• Gulf prairies and 
marshes

• Matorrales costeros 
del Golfo de México.



So….you want to learn more 
Spanish?
Learn mores Spanish through:
 Seek, iNaturalist, Google Translate, Duolingo, Wikipedia, and Microsoft 

Word



1. Click the          menu button

2. Select         Settings

3. In App Language

4. Set to español

5. Use the app to learn Spanish 

names for plants and animals 

How to change Seek 
into Spanish



Change iNaturalist.org to include common 
names in English and Spanish



Change iNaturalist.org to include common 
names in English and Spanish



Google Translate App – Apple & Android & 
Browser

Basic Text 
Translation Live transcribing

Text translation 
through your 

camera
Translate documents 

& websites



Google Translate - Camera

• Can live translate text in your 
camera 



Google Translate
Live transcribing
• Can live translate from voice 

input
• Helpful for encounters in the 

field 



Google Translate 
Google Docs
1. Open your document in 

Google Docs
2. Tools
3. Translate Document
4. Select Language



Duolingo
Apple & Android & Browser

• Free gamified language learning
• 30+ languages
• Fun, bite sized lessons
• Improve your vocabulary



Artificial Intelligence (AI) for conversational Spanish 
 use your favorite AI, they all do it



Wikipedia – view 
species profiles in 
Spanish



Wikipedia – view 
species profiles in 
Spanish



Microsoft Office



Creciendo WILD

Creciendo WILD Ages 3-7 Guide
Creciendo WILD is written entirely in Spanish

Creciendo WILD is an early childhood education program 
that builds on children’s sense of wonder about nature 
and invites them to explore wildlife and the world around 
them. Through a wide range of activities and 
experiences, Creciendo WILD provides an early 
foundation for developing positive impressions about 
nature and lifelong social and academic skills.



Make a Spanish affinity group in your chapter!
• In chat: are you a part of the 

Spanish affinity group for 
North Texas Master 
Naturalists? What do y’all do?

• Meet monthly together for a 
Spanish only hike or luncheon

• Translate materials into Spanish 
together

• Set up Spanish only outreach 
events

• Make Spanish bird checklists 
for your local parks



TMN Annual Meeting 2024

11:30a m – 12:30pm
Saturday October 26
• Spanish for Naturalists
• Presenters:

• Ernesto Garcia-Ortega
• Tania Pena
• Wendy Anderson



TMN Annual Meeting 2024

• Dinner Saturday October 26

• Join me and other Spanish 
speakers of all levels at a 
Spanish only table at 
dinner! 



What is your plan for continuing your 
language journey?
• Wendy’s ideas:

• Master Naturalist Spanish interest groups
• TMN Spanish language table at meals
• Education and outreach in Spanish
• Immersion by traveling abroad



Help Support Future Events Like This! 
Scan this code to complete a short, voluntary survey so that 
we can continue to remain eligible for funding that helps pay for 
events like this.

Thank you for your participation! 



Questions?

@egar0179 
Ernesto Garcia-Ortega
Ernesto.Garcia-Ortega@tpwd.texas.gov

@wendelia
Wendy Anderson
wendy.anderson@tpwd.texas.gov

Scan this code to complete a short, voluntary survey so that 
we can continue to remain eligible for funding that helps pay for 
events like this.



Resources

• Changing iNaturalist common name display: 
https://www.inaturalist.org/blog/88740-using-inaturalist-to-learn-names-in-
other-
languages#:~:text=To%20use%20this%20feature%2C%20go,same%20language%2
0as%20your%20locale

• Google translate apps: https://translate.google.com/about/ 
• Duolingo: https://www.duolingo.com/ 
• Wikipedia en Español - https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Portada 
• Creciendo wild - https://www.fishwildlife.org/projectwild/growing-

wild/creciendo-wild 
• TMN Annual meeting - https://web.cvent.com/event/147d06eb-ec14-41ff-bc09-

70cd910a0a48/websitePage:d8493316-ca25-49ab-a58b-ed492a9b7cdd 
• TPWD Publications in Spanish: https://tpwd.texas.gov/espanol/pub 

https://www.inaturalist.org/blog/88740-using-inaturalist-to-learn-names-in-other-languages#:%7E:text=To%20use%20this%20feature%2C%20go,same%20language%20as%20your%20locale
https://www.inaturalist.org/blog/88740-using-inaturalist-to-learn-names-in-other-languages#:%7E:text=To%20use%20this%20feature%2C%20go,same%20language%20as%20your%20locale
https://www.inaturalist.org/blog/88740-using-inaturalist-to-learn-names-in-other-languages#:%7E:text=To%20use%20this%20feature%2C%20go,same%20language%20as%20your%20locale
https://www.inaturalist.org/blog/88740-using-inaturalist-to-learn-names-in-other-languages#:%7E:text=To%20use%20this%20feature%2C%20go,same%20language%20as%20your%20locale
https://translate.google.com/about/
https://www.duolingo.com/
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Portada
https://www.fishwildlife.org/projectwild/growing-wild/creciendo-wild
https://www.fishwildlife.org/projectwild/growing-wild/creciendo-wild
https://web.cvent.com/event/147d06eb-ec14-41ff-bc09-70cd910a0a48/websitePage:d8493316-ca25-49ab-a58b-ed492a9b7cdd
https://web.cvent.com/event/147d06eb-ec14-41ff-bc09-70cd910a0a48/websitePage:d8493316-ca25-49ab-a58b-ed492a9b7cdd
https://tpwd.texas.gov/espanol/pub
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