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Sourcing Media to Accompany Youth Magazine

« TWA's Critter Connections youth magazine is sent to 400,000+ students annually.
 Currently available via hard copy
 Future Digital Platform will facilitate program expansion to reach more youth!

* We need your help sourcing media for upcoming issues and the future digital
platform! Volunteers would be adding value by sourcing corresponding media that
enhance content for readers.



Critter Connections
SCIENCE | READING | 20 YEARS | 80 ISSUES

« Award-winning, educational, quarterly mini-magazine

Targeted for youth ages 13 and younger

Highlights a species or ecoregion, features a related plant & includes
activities, crafts, and stewardship prompts for students!

All Texas youth, educators, and parents are eligible for a free annual

subscription — class sets of 25 and household subscriptions are available.

YOUTH MAGAZINE OF THE TEXAS WILDLIFE ASSOCIATION

CRITTER CONNECTIONS

Another keystone species

el o con find in the Piney
o Woods ecoregion is the
R American alligator. While
By Amber Brown @ wiam i repties like the threatened
= Louisiana pine snake, the

LR GAAGial  venomous semi-aquatic
water moccasin, and even

= Goules EcoRogions of Texss pImpm—— liicly scen, is the castern

gray squirrel. There are thee the largest freshwater turtle species in North America - the
san 220 o s i sauirrel species native to the alligator snapping turtle - live in this ecoregion, few have a
0 gy M Loy Brestq Piney Woods ecoregion, but reputation as large as the alligator. American alligators can
the eastern ray squirrel, also be found in the rivers, lakes, ponds, swamps, bayous, and
called cat squirral, sthe most. marshes of East Texas. While these critters prefer freshwater,
- PR cornmon. These small aile they can tolerate brackish waters and are often found near
Bl  critters can be found jumping the Gulf Coast. American alligators are large, greenish-black,
between tree limbs or foraging semi-aquatic reptils that can grow up to 15 feet long and
(searching) for nuts, seeds, fruit, and flowers on the forest can live 30-40 years in the wild. They get their armored
floor. They are well adapted to lfe in the trees - sharp claws ‘appearance from the bony plates, called scutss, covering
help them climb, long tails help them keep balance as they their bodies. American alligators have long, rounded snouts
scurry along limbs, yellow filters in their eyes help them see and 80 teeth. They have one of the most powerful bites in
in low light settings, and large eyes on each side of their the animal kingdom! Like other reptiles, aligators have three
head allow them to see around, above, and below. Like other sets of eyelids. The two outer eyelids work like ours, closing
squirrels, the eastern gray sauirrel buries and stores food in from top to bottom. The inner eyelid, called a nictitating
caches to prepare for winter. Sometimes these critters forget membrane, closes from back to front. This transparent third
where they bury their food and the seeds will germinate. This i
Tetas is home to 10 iferent Gould's ecoregions asseen g Ur oS 0 T e e e e
on the map above. Ecoregions are areas of land that share . ecosystems and creates a mutuallstic relationship between skilled apex predators. Their great sight, sense of smell and
similar climate, topography, and soils. n this series, we will oo e LT B b cariog ek hern st by yithout bebng scem Gt foumd

diveinto each of Texas' IC ecoregions one Critter Connections
the Piney Woods! Another native Texas critter you [ RIRIPITRUMBPRIRE  svimming and floating in the water, these critters can hold
can find in the trees of the Piney their breath for up to 45 minutes and will use their powerful
Woods ecoregion is the Red- tailto propel them forward. Don't fet their size fool you.
cockaded Woodpecker. Despite their These large reptiles can also move quickly on land! American
name, these birds are primarily alligators are a common sight today, but that wasn't always
black and white with only a small the case. In the 19605 they were listed as endangered due to
red patch on the cheeks of the habitat loss and overhunting. State and federal protections
males, called a cockade. provided by the Endangered Species Act, the Lacey Act, and
Red-cockaded Woodpeckers are the regulations on commercial trade helped this critter recover.

issue at a time. Next up
The Piney Woods ecoregion can be found in far East Texas,
running along the Texas-Louisiana state line and stretching
from the Red River in the north to the Gulf Prairies ecoregion
in the south. Some cities you can find in this ecoregion
include Huntsville, Lufkin, Tyler, and The Woodlands. While
most people picture open prairies or desert landscapes when
thinking of Texas, the Piney Woods ecoregion is quite the

opposite. This fascinating region of Texas is a partof abigger  onic o eoce, (O CEEE I L Twenty years later,the alligator was removed from the
forested area covering Okiahoma, Arkansas, and Louisiana.  cayities i living trees, preferring old large pine trees in open endangered species lst, cementing this critter as a legendary
Despite its name, this ecoregion is made up of more than just  ;reac when pecking out the cavities, these critters create conservation success story. Now we won't have to say 'see
pine trees! A stroll through the woods can lead you to open 5 yei of sap around the entrance to keep out predators like You later’ to these alligators. With continued protection and
pine savannas, bottomland forests, dense thickets, hidden snakes. Red-cockaded Woodpeckers live in family groups habitat improvements, they will be around for a while.

bags, anc swamps surrodnded by Jowering cypress Irees made up of a mated pair, their chicks, and young helpers from In the Piney Woods waterways, swims the oldest surviving

Neat features like the Big Thicket, an area where multiple

previous nesting seasons. Their territory can include up to i jca~ lefish. F
habitats meet, can be found here. Furthermore, along the 30 trees across 60 acres and s made up of active cavities, e .?mN:ar:: iﬁ‘;’pﬁm:"‘i :‘ngg‘:jﬁg:y‘::“:ﬁ”
Louisiana-Texas state line sits the largest natural freshwater  Jpanione e o' on e nier Construction, In addition

lake in the state, Caddo Lake. Caddo Lake has the largest o Broviding nesting anid Fosstiag Sites for WooPECkErs. T

cypress forestin the world and has become amust:see for  tpege cavities provide important habitat for over 35 other

‘Topography - an area’s physical shape; for example rivers, hill, and valleys

visitors to the region, thanks to its stunning natural beauty.  gpecies of wildiife. Due to this, the Red-cockaded Woodpecker e s

making it older than dinosaurs! Sometimes called a spoonbill
or shovelnose, the paddlefish is a freshwater fish found in
slow-moving rivers and lakes. These critters have a forked
tail, gray skin, and a skeleton made of cartilage instead of
bone. They can live to be over 30 years old, grow over seven
feet long, and weigh up to 200 pounds. The paddefish's long,
flat snout makes up about one third of its overall length and
is covered in taste buds on the underside which may help

it locate food in the murky waters it inhabits. These native
Texas fish are filter-feeders, meaning they eat by swimming
with their mouths open, catching tiny plants and animals,
called plankton, and filtering them out with gill rakers.
Paddlefish are
threatene
Texas, and as
such, itis llegal
to cateh, kill

or harm them.
Some of the
challenges they face include habitat loss, dams and reservoirs
changing water flow, poaching of their eggs for caviar, and
the use of illegal gill nets. With continued protection and
ongoing conservation efforts, these prehistoric critters can
roam the Piney Woods waterways for many more years.

Pagdiefish

Historically, this ecoregion was known for its diversity and
robust ecosystems, thanks in part to its warm temperatures
and average yearly rainfall. You could find animals like the
Ivory Billed Woodpecker, red wolf, ocelot, and Louisiana black
bear within this area. Over time, this ecoregion has changed
due to logging, damming rivers, and urbanization. This has
ultimately led to decreased diversity, decreased water quality,
loss of wildiife habitat, and ultimately the loss of entire
species from this range.

till,the Piney Woods ecoregion has proven to be a resilient
area. Interagency cooperations, private land management,
declaration of state and federal lands, sustainable logging
practices, and endangered species protections have shown
that conservation efforts can make a positive impact on

the plants and wildife of this area. With the continued work
of conservationists, scientists, and citizens, we wil see the
natural resources thrive. Whether you love the Piney Woods
for the plants, the wildiife, the recreation, or the scenery, we
can all agree this ecoregion is a special part of our state and
as such deserves to be protectet

LEARN MORE ONLINE

wiwtexas-wildife.org/eritter-connections-ibrary

Urbanization - the process of making an area more urban
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" 0 begin to grow, Visit the Critter Connections library
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et peoneen® et The Piney Woods ecoregion is home to many different Texas, but through conservation practices like artificial cavities ecosystem o food web
et okt o 08 e mammals like the American beaver, flying sauirrel, golden and prescribed fire, conservationists are helping this Endangered -t risk of becoming extinct P —
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ritter Connections Future Digital Platform

2026 2025 2024 2023 2022 20m 2020 2019 2018

CRITTER CONNEC iuns [l CRITTER CONNECTIONS [ CRITTER CRITTER CONNEGLIUNS

HIGH PLAINS

Post Oak Savanna Piney Woods High Plains Ecoregion Gulf Prairies Edwards Plateau
Ecoregion Ecoregion Ecoregion Ecoregion

READ NOW > READ NOW ) READ NOW > READ NOW READ NOW

TTERCONNECIONS CRITTER CONRECHuns i
g » a3 i

Fantastic 10 .
Fish

Piney Woods
Ecoregion

Texas is home to 10 different Gould's ecoregions as seen on the map

above. Ecoregions are areas of land that share similar climate,

topography, and soils. In this series, we will dive into each of Texas 10

ecoregions one Critter Connections issue at a time. Next up - the Piney
Woods!
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Learn More Online.




Project Logistics

* Three-pronged approach: Current Critter Connections needs, future Critter
Connections enhancements, and future field guide needs

 Volunteers would find media for hard copy issues and Digital Platform (Critter
Connections enhancements and field guide)

e Volunteers needed: 1-2+
* Location - Remote

» We are flexible! Work can be completed on your schedule!
« Hard copies are published quarterly, therefore will have quarterly media deadlines
» Hard copy media needs begin with Winter 2026 issue (Trans Pecos Ecoregion)
» Media for future Digital Platform enhancements can be added online anytime

» Media will be shared with TWA via a Google Drive folder
« TWA staff available for questions and to check on progress periodically



Project Experience, Equipment, Advanced Training
Needed

« Equipment/supplies/expertise needed:
 Internet access
» Ability to locate media that align with magazine content
« Awareness of media sources and Creative Commons licensing helpful
« Ability to access TWA-provided Google Drive

* Provided:
* Species list
» Media guidelines

» Advanced training needed:
* None



How This Benefits TWA & YOU

All of TWA's youth education programs focus on
natural resources, conservation, and private land stewardship
and strive to offer an engaging experience for the student.

TWA is looking to grow awareness of the importance of natural resources education
by providing local educators with high-quality resources.

Byv helping source media for upcoming issues and future digital platform. we expect for
the natural resources content to become more engaging.

Volunteers would be adding value to the youth magazine and future platform
by sourcing media that enhance the content, further promoting use of the issue.

You’ll have fun searching for media to
share with and further engage students in natural resources!

Your work sourcing media will enhance Critter Connections -
a magazine that printed over 400,000 copies last year!




Project Contact
Information

Amber Brown

Conservation Education Specialist
abrown@texas-wildlife.org
210-826-2904

Kassi Scheffer-Geeslin
Director of Youth Education
kscheffer@texas-wildlife.org
210-826-2904
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Questions?
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