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Sourcing Media to Accompany Youth Magazine

• TWA's Critter Connections youth magazine is sent to 400,000+ students annually.
• Currently available via hard copy 
• Future Digital Platform will facilitate program expansion to reach more youth!

• We need your help sourcing media for upcoming issues and the future digital 
platform! Volunteers would be adding value by sourcing corresponding media that 
enhance content for readers. 



Critter Connections
SCIENCE | READING | 20 YEARS | 80 ISSUES
• Award-winning, educational, quarterly mini-magazine 
• Targeted for youth ages 13 and younger
• Highlights a species or ecoregion, features a related plant & includes 

activities, crafts, and stewardship prompts for students! 
• All Texas youth, educators, and parents are eligible for a free annual 

subscription – class sets of 25 and household subscriptions are available.



Critter Connections Hard Copy



Critter Connections  Future Digital Platform



Project Logistics 
• Three-pronged approach: Current Critter Connections needs, future Critter 

Connections enhancements, and future field guide needs 
• Volunteers would find media for hard copy issues and Digital Platform (Critter 

Connections enhancements and field guide) 
• Volunteers needed: 1-2+
• Location - Remote  
• We are flexible! Work can be completed on your schedule!  

• Hard copies are published quarterly, therefore will have quarterly media deadlines
• Hard copy media needs begin with Winter 2026 issue (Trans Pecos Ecoregion)

• Media for future Digital Platform enhancements can be added online anytime 
• Media will be shared with TWA via a Google Drive folder
• TWA staff available for questions and to check on progress periodically



Project Experience, Equipment, Advanced Training 
Needed

• Equipment/supplies/expertise needed:
• Internet access
• Ability to locate media that align with magazine content

• Awareness of media sources and Creative Commons licensing helpful
• Ability to access TWA-provided Google Drive

• Provided: 
• Species list
• Media guidelines 

• Advanced training needed: 
• None



How This Benefits TWA & YOU
All of TWA's youth education programs focus on 

natural resources, conservation, and private land stewardship
and strive to offer an engaging experience for the student. 

TWA is looking to grow awareness of the importance of natural resources education 
by providing local educators with high-quality resources. 

By helping source media for upcoming issues and future digital platform, we expect for 
the natural resources content to become more engaging.

Volunteers would be adding value to the youth magazine and future platform 
by sourcing media that enhance the content, further promoting use of the issue. 

You’ll have fun searching for media to 
share with and further engage students in natural resources!  

Your work sourcing media will enhance Critter Connections –
a magazine that printed over 400,000 copies last year!



Project Contact 
Information
Amber Brown
Conservation Education Specialist
abrown@texas-wildlife.org
210-826-2904

Kassi Scheffer-Geeslin
Director of Youth Education
kscheffer@texas-wildlife.org
210-826-2904
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Questions?
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