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TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST 2026 ANNUAL MEETING

OUR MISSION: PROGRAM STATE SPONSORING AGENCIES:

To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide TEXAS STEXAS A&M

education, outreach, and service dedicated to the GRI L I F E

beneficial management of natural resources and natural

PARKS &
areas within their communities for the State of Texas. s EXTENSION

ABOUT THE 2026 ANNUAL MEETING

Welcome to College Station, Texas! This year marks our 26th Annual Meeting and the 27th year of the
Texas Master Naturalist Program. We have scheduled over 150 different presentations and field sessions
with a variety of topics and speakers from around the state. Outside of the classroom, we also have plenty
of opportunities to meet new friends and old friends alike, see beautiful artwork and photos and more
entered into our annual contests, and a learn what next year’s recertification pin is. Enjoy this weekend of
comradery and learning! Thank you for being here with us to celebrate another year of incredible
conservation impacts on the land!

Waco sits at a remarkable ecological crossroads, where the Blackland Prairie meets the Cross Timbers,
creating a rich mosaic of grasslands, woodlands, and riparian corridors along the Brazos River. This
convergence of ecosystems offers an exceptional setting for discovery, learning, and field-based
experiences for Master Naturalists. From tallgrass prairie remnants and post oak savannas to limestone
outcrops and riverine habitats, the Waco area showcases the diversity of central Texas landscapes.
Just north of downtown, the Waco Mammoth National Monument provides a globally significant
window into the Ice Age, preserving the in-situ remains of Columbian mammoths and other
megafauna while highlighting the region’s geologic history. Nearby, Mother Neff State Park offers
immersion in the Cross Timbers ecosystem with spring-fed creeks, wildflower prairies, limestone bluffs,
and shaded woodland trails. Together with the natural areas surrounding Lake Waco and the city's
growing network of green spaces, these destinations provide an inspiring backdrop for exploration,
connection, and conservation education—making Waco an ideal host for the Texas Master Naturalist
Annual Meeting.
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THURSDAY, CCTCBER 22

11:00 - 1:00 1:00 - 2:00 2:00 - 3:00 3:00 - 4:00 4:00 - 5:00

Chisolm Hall Friends of Texas
Master Naturalist:

Who We Are and
What We're Doing

Chapter President Luncheon

MclLennen
Hall - 207 The 2025 Texas Hill Country Floods: Restoration Efforts and Lessons Learned

Texas Room

South - 118 Great Bat
Bridge Survey




Upper Level

Lower Level

TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST
2026 ANNUAL MEETING
WACO
) s

MclLennen
Hall - 209

MclLennen
Hall - 208

MclLennan
Hall - 207

Texas Room
North - 113

Texas Room
North - 114

Texas Room
North - 115

Texas Room
South - 116

Texas Room
South - 117

Texas Room
South - 118

Ranger
Room - 110

Ranger
Room -109

Waco
Boardroom

ADVANCED TRAINING SESSIONS
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23

8:00 - 9:00

Birding 101: Getting Started
and How To's

9:10 - 10:10

Botany Skills for Naturalists: Learning to Really See the
Plants Around You--Part 1 (everything but the flowers)

From Consultation to Conservation-
A Pollinator Garden Assistance Playbook

Interpretation 101

Interpretive Trail Guiding to Help Adults and Children to
Enjoy Being Outdoors

Keeping it Green with
Houston Parks Board

Owls Aren't Wise and Bats
Aren't Blind - Helping Dispel
Popular Wildlife Myths

iNaturalist 101: How to make
observations with your
smartphone

Cellphone
Video Production

Nature and Society in Texas State
Parks

A Problem Becomes
Habitat

Texas Waters Day

Coyotes and Other Small
Animals

10:20 - 11:20

Bird's-Eye View on Behavior

Yucca-Ifitisn't a cactus,
what is it?

A Pollinator Garden,
a Mosque and a Church

How to Lead a Boring Hike

Sensory Superpowers -
how Texas raptors
perceive the world

compared to humans

From Lawn to Living
Habitat: Practical Lessons
for Helping Homeowners
Create Native Landscapes

Long Live the Cat: The
Collaborative Effort to
Restore Texas's Most
Endangered Wild Cat

11:30 - 12:30

Propagating Native
Plants

Building a water feature
for birds and pollinators
in your garden

Thoughtful Program
Design: Creating Nature
Programs More People
Can Enjoy

Venomous Snakes of
Texas and Management
of Snakebites

Municipal Mutualism:
Creating Win-Win
Relationships with our
Communities.

From Data to Action:
Engaging Communities in
Watershed Protection —
Lessons from Brushy Creek

Wild Neighbors:
Coexisting with
Bobcats and Coyotes

What 9 million animal and 6 million plant observations on iNaturalist can tell us
about biodiversity, bioabundance, and biogeography in Texas.

Nature Storytelling with
Your Smartphone

Sharing Ancient Texas
Critters
with Texans of All Ages

Real or Not Real?
How Generative Al Tools
Pose a Threat to
Conservation Work

Using Uncrewed Aircraft
Systems (Drones) and
Artificial Intelligence to
Identify Protected Plant
Species

VMS Help Desk

Beginner Spanish for
Naturalists

Use of Environmental DNA
(eDNA) in Wildlife and Plant
Research in Texas
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MclLennen
Hall - 209

MclLennen
Hall - 208

MclLennan
Hall - 207

Texas Room
North - 113

Texas Room
North - 114

Texas Room
North - 115

Texas Room
South - 116

Texas Room
South - 117

Texas Room
South - 118

Ranger
Room - 110

Ranger
Room -109

Waco
Boardroom

ADVANCED TRAINING SESSIONS
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23

2:00 - 3:00

3:10 - 4:10

Making the Case for Bird Identification: Part 1

Botany Skills for Naturalists: Learning to Really See the Plants
Around You--Part 2, Flowers

Monarch Current Research &
Habitat Needs in Texas

Butterflies At Risk - Exploring
Disappearing Butterflies of
Eastern Texas

4:20 - 5:20

Birds as Community Builders

Seeing the Unseen:
Lichens as Teachers of
Ecology and Symbiosis

The Pollinators for Texas
Initiative: Reflections and
Looking Forward

Curating Discovery: Designing Interactive Programs, Activities, & Exhibits for All Ages

Romance in the Natural World -
Part 2

Seed Balls Unpacked: Successes,

Challenges, and Lessons Learned.

Protecting our Watersheds: The
Power of "See Something, Say
Something”

Wild Romance

Nature Pays: How Wildlife
Tourism
Powers Local Economies

Ecospheres: Life in a Jar and
Using them to Survey Aquatic
Micro and Macro Organisms

Mud Monsters of Texas Bays

iNaturalist - advanced usage

TMN Communications Director
Round Table

State Parks are here for YOU!

Shell by shell: community-
based oyster gardening for
ecosystem recovery

Energizing the Web of Life-
New ideas for Teaching
Ecological Concepts

Brush Busters - Individual Plant Treatment Options

Mission First: Building TXMN
Websites That Welcome,
Inform & Inspire

Telling Nature’s Story with Your Digital Camera

VMS Help Desk

How to Get the Most out of
Your Canva

VMS Roundtable
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ADVANCED TRAINING SESSIONS

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24

8:00 - 9:00

9:10 - 10:10

Head, Hands, and Heart in Earth-Centered
Learning:
In the Field Frameworks & Mapping Service-
Learning Ecosystems

Nature Has No Native Tongue: Tools for Inclusive,
Bilingual Programming & Outreach

Native Plants and Pollinators: Getting the Biggest
Bang for you Bucks

Making birding interpretive

From Overwhelmed to
Confident: First Steps in
TreelID

Riparian Rock Stars:
North Texas Trees
Highly Prized by
Wwildlife

Geologic Time - Take a Walk Along a 456 meter
Scale Model of Earth’s History

Midnight Magic: The
Essential Power of Dark
Skies for People, Wildlife,
and Plants

Caterpillar Identification

10:20 - 11:20

11:30 - 12:30

Conservation in Camouflage: Understanding
Hunting's Wildlife Benefits

Teaching Observational Skills Through Nature
Journaling

Dragons and Damsels, Oh My: An introduction
to the world of Odonata

Purple Martin
Madness-Learn a
Little or a Lot and
Make a Difference

The History of the
Audubon Christmas
Bird Count

Heritage Tree Registry

From Wilderness to
Stewardship: The
Legacy of American
Naturalists

A Story of Texas --
In Human and Natural
History

Lights & Glass — Build a Toolkit to Facilitate ‘Lights Out Texas' Education

Walking with Fireflies

Texas Wildlife Census: Building the First Statewide
Wildlife Monitoring Network Through Citizen
Science

Connect, Engage, Learn: Using Project WILD to
Enhance Texas Master Naturalist Initial Training

From Source Water to
FLOWS: Municipal Water
Treat., Partnership with

the Sabine-Neches

Nature's Best Hope:
Behind Bars

Hunting Dragons in
Texas

Alamo Area’s Camera
Trap Project

The Amazing Variety
of Native Bee
Lifestyles

Observations from the
Swamp

Unlocking Adult Learning: The Art of
Andragogy

VMS Help Desk



Upper Level

Lower Level

TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST
2026 ANNUAL MEETING
WACO &
_ ¢

MclLennen
Hall - 209

MclLennen
Hall - 208
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ADVANCED TRAINING SESSIONS
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24

2:00 - 3:00

Wildlife Belongs to Everyone—
Now What?

3:10 - 4:10

Advancing Access in the
Outdoors

Wonder with WILD: Using Project WILD for Engaging Outreach
Activities

4:20 - 5:20

(Re)Defining Prairie:
One Size Does Not Fit All

OWLETS - Observing Wildlife
Leads
to Education, Training, and
Stewardship

Understanding New World Screwworm: Impacts on Wildlife, Livestock, and Land Stewardship

Beginning Bird Watching

From Free Trees to Environmental
Stewardship

“Wings Over the Ash” How Birds Lived Beyond the K-Pg Extinction:

Spring Creek Forest: A Case
Study in Balancing
Conflicting Ecological
Priorities

Planting for Wildlife--101 Native Plants for Wildlife Gardens

Insights into Resilience and Adaptation

Lights Out, Y'all: The Case of the
Missing Texas Fireflies

Volunteering to learn, to help, to
have a good time: a research
project exploring the motivations
of long-term cons. volunteers

TMN Bat Acoustic Monitoring
Program Closing Knowledge Gap
for Bat Species Distributions
Across Texas

TMN Training Director Round
Table

TMN Conservation Award
Winners 2026 - Supporting Youth
Research Projects

Plants at Risk: How Rising CO,
is
Reshaping the Future of
Texas Ecosystems

Night Sky Narratives: Learn to Present the Case for Dark Skies

Nature Leaders: Making
Future Naturalists One Fifth-
Grade Class at a Time

Wildlife Videography

From Forgotten Cemeteries to
Future Stewards:
Conservation, Community,
and the Next Generation

Insect Macro Photography -
Documenting the Insects you
Observe

Turning Trainees into Teammates: Building Engagement,
Community, and Retention in Master Naturalist Training

Navigating Discourse: Addressing Controversial Topics

VMS Help Desk
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Field sessions during this year's Texas Master Naturalist Annual Meeting are provided to explore
these unique surroundings and learn from local experts about projects, ways to get involved, and

lessons to take home to your community. Session options include pre and post event sessions,

volunteer service projects, tours of local chapter partnership projects, and guided explorations of

the region’s top naturalist sites.

This year, with the help of the Texas Master Naturalist Heart of Texas, Central Texas, Rio Brazos, and

El Camino Real Chapters, we have more options than ever before for off-site excursions and
learning opportunities.

Transportation is NOT provided for field sessions this year. We encourage all attending Master
Naturalists to carpool or caravan where possible. A private Slack Channel has been set up for each
field session and was sent to all final attendees in early October. Through this private discussion

board, attendees will be able to make shared travel arrangements.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21

8:00am - 12:00pm

Texas Stream Team Citizen Science Training

1:00pm - 5:00pm

TMN Annual Meeting - BioBlitz

9:30am - 4:30pm

Industry Insiders Discovery Tour of Fossil Rim Wildlife Center

8:00pm - 11:00pm

Blacklighting/Mothing at Mother Neff State Park (limited vehicles!)

THURSDAY, CCTOBER 22

8:00am - 12:00pm

Habitat for Fishes (Session 1)

8:00am - 12:00pm

Lake Waco Wetlands

8:00am - 12:00pm

A Walk in the Park - Plants of Mother Neff State Park

8:00am - 12:00pm

Cretaceous Marine Fossils of Central Texas: Waco Shale Pit

8:00am - 12:00pm

On the Water with a Limnologist: Brazos River Field Experience

10:00am - 12:00pm

Citizen Science - Assist the Park Paleontologist (Session 1)

10:30am - 12:30pm

Cameron Park Zoo Behind the Scenes Tour

1:00pm - 3:00pm

Citizen Science - Assist the Park Paleontologist (Session 2)

1:00pm - 5:00pm

Invasive Species Removal and Trail Maintenance at Fort Parker State Park

1:00pm - 5:00pm

Stewards of the Land: Ecology Walk and Habitat Management at Malone Preserve

1:00pm - 5:00pm

Wildlife K9s for Black Bear Management in Texas

8:00pm - 11:00pm

Blacklighting/Mothing at Waco Mammoth National Monument
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23

8:00am - 11:00am

Reading the Landscape Through Lichens: A Field Introduction

8:00am - 11:00am

From Fear to Fascination: Using Simple Tools to Build Comfort and Curiosity on the
Trail

8:00am - 12:00pm

Grazing Beyond the Ranch Gate: Fire Mitigation and Vegetation Management in
Modern Landscapes

8:00am - 12:00pm

Burleson Prairie

8:00am - 12:00pm

Habitat for Fishes (Session 2)

8:00am - 12:00pm

Sharing The Legacy of Mother Neff: A Closer Look at the History, Preservation, and
Programming

10:30am - 11:30am

Tours of Waco Mammoth National Monument (Session 1)

11:30am - 12:30pm

Tours of Waco Mammoth National Monument (Session 2)

1:30pm - 2:30pm

Tours of Waco Mammoth National Monument (Session 3)

2:30pm- 3:30pm

Tours of Waco Mammoth National Monument (Session 4)

1:00pm - 5:00pm

Rooted in Learning: Exploring Trees at McLennan Community College

2:00pm - 4:00pm

Interpreting Natural Disasters

2:00pm - 5:00pm

Advanced Spanish for Naturalists

8:00pm - 11:00pm

Blacklighting/Mothing at Lake Waco Wetlands

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24

7:00am - 12:00pm Making the Case for Bird Identification: Part 2

8:00pm - 11:00pm Blacklighting/Mothing at Waco Convention Center

SUNDAY, CCTOBER 25

7:00am - 12:00pm Beginning Birding Field Trip

10:00am - 12:00pm Water is Life - A Tour of the City of Waco DAF Treatment Plant

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE ANNUAL MEETING, VISIT:
TXMN.TAMU.EDU/2026-ANNUAL-MEETING
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