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Chapter Presidents and Advisors Meeting
June 30, 2026

Å Introduce yourself & your chapter in the Chat

ÅShare video (if your bandwidth allows)

ÅMichelle, Mary Pearl & Hannah will be monitoring the chat

ÅWill be recording the meeting

ÅWill share slides, chat and notes on our Naturalist News page

ÅWeôll get started at 12:00pm 

ÅVolunteer Note Taker ï___________

Naturalist News Page:



Agenda

2026 Planning
Å Governing Documents

Å Conservation Wrangler

Å Pins Ordering

Å TMNTuesdays

Å 2026 Training Courses

Å Pollinators for Texas

Å 2026 Annual Meeting

Chapter Resources
Å State Website

ÅWordPress/TechTuesdays

Å Regional WebEx Accounts

Å VMS

Å TMN Merchandise

Å License Plate

Å TMN Endowment

Roundtable and Calendar Check

Photo: Bryan Lewis, Elm Fork Chapter
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Hannah is on maternity 
leave!

For all questions regarding branding and 

marketing , contact Mary Pearl Meuth: 

marypearl.meuth@ag.tamu.edu 

For all questions regarding training , 

contact Michelle Haggerty: 

michelle.haggerty@ag.tamu.edu 

Replies may be delayed as we continue to 

incorporate these updates.

mailto:marypearl.meuth@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:michelle.haggerty@ag.tamu.edu


2026 President Meeting Dates

ÅJanuary 27, 2026

ÅFebruary 24, 2026

ÅMarch 31, 2026

ÅApril 28, 2026

ÅMay 26, 2026

ÅJune 30, 2026

ÅJuly 28, 2026

ÅAugust 25, 2026

ÅSeptember 29, 2026

ÅOctober TBA (at Annual Meeting)

ÅNovember 10, 2026 (Joint TMNTuesday)

ÅDecember 8, 2026 (Joint TMNTuesday)

ÅWebEx Meeting

ÅLast  Tuesdays of the Month 

at 12:00pm Noon CST (unless 
otherwise noted)

ÅRecorded and posted to the 

website following the meeting



2026 Planning

Photo: Jim Baker, Alamo Area Chapter



Triennial Review of TMN Governing Docs

Å The Texas Master Naturalist  Program governing 
documents for a chapter are the:

o Code of Ethics and Standards of Conduct

o Bylaws

o Chapter Management and Operations Protocols 

(CMOP)

o Chapter Operating Handbook (COH)

All Texas Master Naturalist Governing 
Documents can be found on the Chapter 
Documents Page: 
https://txmn.tamu.edu/chapter -
resources/chapter-documents/  

https://txmn.tamu.edu/chapter-resources/chapter-documents/
https://txmn.tamu.edu/chapter-resources/chapter-documents/
https://txmn.tamu.edu/chapter-resources/chapter-documents/
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https://txmn.tamu.edu/chapter-resources/chapter-documents/


TMN Governing Documents ï Progress Report

Bylaws Request Form w Options NOT 
YET Received  (1):
ÅHeart of Texas

Have NOT completed notification yet:

ÅCypress Basin 
ÅHeart of Texas 
ÅLower Trinity Basin 

As submitted through our official 
submission forms on the website



TMN Governing Documents ï Progress Report

Chapters that  HAVE NOT  completed their COH Submission:
ÅCentral Texas
ÅCoastal Prairie
ÅCypress Basin
ÅEast Texas
ÅGalveston Bay Area
ÅHeart of Texas
ÅHill Country
ÅLost Pines
ÅLower Trinity Basin As submitted through our official 

submission forms on the website

ÅMid -Coast

ÅPrairie Oaks
ÅRed River
ÅRio Grande Valley
ÅSouth Plains
ÅSouth Texas
ÅTrans Pecos



#TMNTuesdays

ÅSecond Tuesday of Each Month at 12pm 
CT *unless otherwise noted

ÅUp to 1 Hour Advanced Training 
(sometimes more)

ÅWatch Live or Recorded

ÅSpeakers & Topics Announced Monthly

ÅRecordings added to website afterwards

ÅOctober's TMNTuesday will be LIVE from 
the Annual Meeting!

TMNTuesday Page:



Join us for our 
July TMNTuesday ! 
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While you're there, register 
for the whole series!



2026 Volunteer Training Class Info

Chapter Leaders: Update your Chapterôs 2026 
info via the Basic Training Class info form

ÅUpdates to training Class information to be posted 
on our website:

Å (scroll all the way down to the bottom for the form.)

ÅKeep in mind ALL 2026 training classes coming up and 

application periods open throughout this year

ÅPotential trainees ALWAYS want to know when your 

next training class is being planned or how they can 

get on the list.

Åhttps://txmn.tamu.edu/blog/2026 -volunteer-training-
courses/ 

https://txmn.tamu.edu/blog/2026-volunteer-training-courses/
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2026 New Year/Spring Training Classes
https://txmn.tamu.edu/blog/2026 -volunteer-
training-courses/ 
40 chapters with classes starting in January or later!

Lindheimer
Llano Estacado
Longleaf Ridge
Lost Pines
Lower Trinity Basin 
North Texas 
Panhandle
Piney Wood Lakes 
Prairie Oaks 
Red River
Rio Brazos 
Rio Grande Valley 
Rolling Plains 
Sabine-Neches
South Plains
South Texas Border
Tierra Grande
Trans-Pecos

Alamo Area
Balcones Canyonlands
Big Country 
Blackland Prairie
Bluestem
Brazos Valley 
Brush y Canyons 
Capital Area
Central Texas
Coastal Prairie
Cross Timbers
Cypress Basin
East Texas 
Elm Fork
Galveston Bay Area 
Gideon Lincecum 
Good Water
Gulf Coast
Hays County
Heartwood 
Highland Lakes
Hill Country
Indian Trail

https://txmn.tamu.edu/blog/2026-volunteer-training-courses/
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REMINDER: A couple of Director's 
Roundtables

TWO Training Director Round Tables in 2026:

- April 21 Recording:  https://txmn.tamu.edu/blog/training -director -round-table-
april -21-2026

- Live at the Annual Meeting in October (recording to be shared after) 

TWO Communication Director Round Tables in 2026:

- May 5 Recording: https://txmn.tamu.edu/blog/communication-director-round-table-may-5-2026/

ÅAfter the May 5 meeting Hannahshared a survey request to gather updated information on chapter's 
social media accounts to ensure wehaveupdated information. It is a very quick survey to ask for your 
chapter's Instagram, Facebook Page, Facebook Group, and any other social media accounts-- take the 
survey here.

- Live at the Annual Meeting in October (recording to be shared after) 

Communication Director Roundtables
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Pollinators for Texas ï Updates

Å2026-2027 Pollinators for Texas Project Award Applicants
o Thank you sincerely to all Chapters that applied; for the time and effort spent putting 

together your applications!
o 23 in total: 16 habitat, 7 education

o Application Review Process: What Now?
ÁHaving received a record number of project submissions, ourexternal panel of judges got started 

reviewing this year's entries as soon as the application period closed.

ÁWe are set to hold a judge's debrief discussing their scoring decisions in the fourth week of July.

ÁFollowing this, results will be sent to H-E-B for review and confirmation. 
Á Meeting set the first week of August for final approval.

o Award notifications for Chapters receiving project funds will be sent as soon as that's confirmed.

ÁAwardees: Receiving Funds?

Á In tandem with when Chapters are notified, we will submit the required paperwork for dispersal of funds 

to the AgriLife business office. From this point, the process is out of our hands.

o Funds are expected to be received 2-4 weeks after notification. 

o Please note that while we aim to have project funding to all Chapters by September, the processing 

time for financial awards can vary with external factors.

7 / 6 / 2 0 2 6               33



2025 Awarded Projects: 
Timeline and Final Items 
(Due Soon!)

Upcoming  Dates ï 

ÅProject Completion Deadline: July 6th, 2026

ÅFinal Report Deadline: July 26th, 11:59PM

o The link for this report has been emailed to all Chapter 

Presidents and Project Leads

Á Similar to the mid -year report, final information will be 

collected via Google Forms

Å Some questions have changed slightly but overall we've worked 

to keepquestions succinct and no more demanding.

Á Linked below , please ensure this makes it to the relevant 

contacts and they're tracking on its completion.

Å https://forms.gle/afSmnaEBqjqDmD6F7

Á If you have any questions or concerns please reach out to 

TMNPollinatorsforTexas@ag.tamu.edu 
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2026 Annual Meeting
October 22 -25, 2026

Waco Texas



COUNTDOWN TIMELINE
Å May 15, 2026 - Call for Proposals Deadline EXTENDED to JUNE 1, 2026

Å Get your presentation proposal submitted before our deadline!

Å July 2026 - Agenda Launches

Å We hope to share the full agenda for the 2026 Annual Meeting the first week of July.

Å August 2026 - Registration Opens

Å Registration for the 2026 Annual Meeting will open the first week of August.

Å August 31, 2026 ï Early Registration ENDS

Å Price increase to óStandard Registrationô

Å September 1, 2026  ï All Contest/Award Entries Due

Å Advisors Award, Photo, Art & Media, Video Contest and Project Fair

Å September 9, 2026 - #TMNTuesday ï Chapter Project Fair Presentations

Å Join our monthly TMNTuesday webinar to hear this yearôs entries for the Chapter Project Fair.

Å September 30, 2026 ï All Registration Closes @ 11:59 PM

Å Registration for the 2026 Annual Meeting closes!



CALL FOR PROPOSALS CLOSED

Å ## Classroom Presentations submitted 
Å ## Field Session Submitted THANK YOU!!!

The most proposals weôve ever received!!
124 classroom sessions submitted

28 field sessions submitted



TMNTuesday 
(on a Friday)!

AGENDA

Wednesday

Å Pre-event field sessions

Thursday

Å Pre-event field sessions

Å Registration opens at 1:00pm* 

Friday

Å 7 hours of classroom sessions

Å Keynote Presentation

Saturday

Å 7 hours of classroom sessions

Å Student Science Fair Winners at lunch

Å Quiz Bowl

Å Awards Dinner

Sunday

Å Contest Awards at 8:00am

* tentative



AGENDA ITEMS ï RELEVANT TO 
PRESIDENTS & ADVISORS

ÅChapter Leadership Luncheon
ÅThursday October 22nd
Å11:00am ï 2:00pm in the Chisolm ballroom

ÅPlease make sure you (or your 
designee) are registered for this 
session for a headcount

ÅWill be livestreamed and recorded

Å*Virtual Meeting will start at 12pm
Å*Virtual link to be emailed in October



FIELD SESSIONS
What to Expect: Field Sessions

 Hands -On Learning in the Field

Å Sessions explore Waco area ecosystems , research labs, restoration sites, and local 
partnerships

Å Includes pre - and post -meeting options , service projects , and behind -the -scenes 
tours  

Å Led by TPWD biologists, AgriLife specialists , local Master Naturalists, and partner 
organizations

 Transportation & Coordination

Å No transportation provided  ð attendees must drive themselves

Å Carpooling strongly encouraged
Å Use your field session Slack channel  to coordinate rides

Å Slack invites will be emailed to registered participants in early October



LODGING

We launched FOUR Hotel Blocks:
Hilton Waco
Courtyard by Marriott
Residence Inn by Marriott
EVEN Hotel

Limited availability in each hotel room 
block. But all easily walkable to the 
Convention Center!



LODGING



PARKING AT CONVENTION CENTER

Is FREE!

51



ÅAnticipate Registration to open the first week of August  at a specific time 
and date .
ÅAnnounced via TMN Listserv, Facebook and Instagram 

ÅEarly Registration ï Will Open Saturday August 1 st at 8:00am CST & 
Close  August 31 st

ÅEarly Full Event Registration
ÅEarly Two Day (Thurs & Fri or Fri & Sat)
ÅEarly One Day (Thurs or Fri or Sat) 

ÅStandard Registration ($50 Price Increase)  ïSeptember 1st ï September 
30 th

ÅFull Event Registration 
ÅTwo Day (Thurs & Fri or Fri & Sat) 
ÅOne Day (Thurs or Fri or Sat)

ÅGuest Meals Only Pass

REGISTRATION TIMELINES

Will be a price decrease from 2025 

event registration.

Breakfast is not included this year.



What can you do?
 Know what's happening! Read through the agenda before 

registration opens and make note of the sessions you're interested in.

 Plan for time! The registration process includes questions for 
demographic information, registration type, session registration, 
optional items and checkout. This process takes time.

 Make a plan b! Have a ranking system of your preferences so you 
know what to sign up for if your first choice is full.

 Don't stress! We have over 150 classroom and field sessions to 
choose from. There is something for everyone!

REGISTRATION PROCESS



DISCOUNT CODE
ÅEach chapter may award one $100 registration discount  to 
a selected member for the 2026 TMN Annual Meeting, thanks to 

Hays Countyôs 2025 silent auction.

ÅPresidents select  the recipient (via vote, application, or 
lottery) ð no need to notify state office.

ÅShare your chapterôs unique discount code directly with 
your selected recipient.

ÅCode must be used during registration  (not retroactive, 
cannot be split).

ÅDeadline to use code: September 15th @ 11:59 PM.

Look for 
email sent 

6.19.26!



SILENT AUCTION

ÅAsking for Item Donations from Chapters
Å Regional representations of your chapter's ecoregion

Å Naturalist items

Å Travel packages

Å Hand crafted items

Å Themed baskets

More information on how to donate and where to drop 

off items coming soon!



SWAP SHOP

ÅWeôve got stuff . . .

ÅDo you have stuff? . .

ÅWeôll have a swap shop table again this year with some extras from the 
TMN State Office storage shelves.

ÅBring your own TMN related resources to share with your fellow 
naturalists. . . . 
ÅTake only what you need and can use within your chapters



TMN CURRICULUM BULK 
ORDERS AT ANNUAL MEETING

BULK Curriculum Orders for Annual Meeting pickup will 

be available once again!

Order form will be sent to all Chapter Presidents in July!

Deadline October 1 st !

Please designate who will be picking up these books (heavy!)

https://txmn.tamu.edu/chapter -resources/curriculum/  

https://txmn.tamu.edu/chapter-resources/curriculum/
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MILESTONE RECOGNITION

Milestones of Members Registered for the 
Annual Meeting are recognized Saturday 
evening.

Please ensure awards for your members are updated 
in VMS by August 31st  and SEPTEMBER 30th

Å(VMS Admins see: ñUser defined tab > TMN 
Recognition Group)

ÅNOTE:  Milestones recognized at the annual meeting 
must have been reached within the past year, 
October 15th, 2025 through September 30th, 2026. 
We'll do our best to watch those who are CLOSE!

Å ***PLEASE send pictures of registrants with 4000 
hours or more!



CHAPTER SLIDESHOW
"Donna Coleôs Photo Request"

To be used in scrolling ppt video during annual meeting agenda

Deadline = September 1st or sooner!
Chapter Presidents (or Historians) ï please designate ONE person to collect and send TEN 

photos  from your chapter.

Format: Original .jpg files only

ƺ No PowerPoint presentations, no websites or online newsletters with photos, no ñthumbnailsò
ƺ Please ensure what you send only .jpg files at full resolution, not compressed! (Cropping is fine.)

ƺ Captions are fine if they are embedded in the photo
ƀ Please make sure the photo is already rotated correctly so the orientation doesn't have to be changed.

ƀ Remember: If you view the photo at full -size on your computer monitor and it looks 

pixilated/grainy/blurry/fuzzy it will not look good in the show and will be left out.

Subject:  Anything that represents your chapter is great, but we really want to see your chapter members at 
work in the outdoors, working on projects and/or celebrating a milestone

Delivery needs to be by Google Photos or Google Drive to Donna Cole donna@donna2112.com  

mailto:donna@donna2112.com


CHAPTER MEMORIALS

Please share any chapter memorials of members passed 
since the last Annual Meeting.

Email Michelle Haggerty and Donna Cole with Name, 
Chapter and 1 photo

michelle.haggerty@agnet.tamu.edu and 
donna@donna2112.com 

Would like to have this by September 1st

mailto:mmhaggerty@tamu.edu
mailto:donna@donna2112.com


BE A SPONSOR

ÅAll sponsorships receive special recognition 
through conference communication, fliers, 
announcements, and programs.

ÅTMN Chapters can be sponsors too!

ÅSponsors could make a general contribution to 
support and sponsor the TMN Annual Meeting 
at any of the following levels with recognition 
at each level as given.

 



BE A VENDOR

ÅWe are once again hosting our event with the opportunity to invite 
vendors and exhibitors with naturalist related goods, artwork, projects, 
plants, educational materials, and outreach from partnership 
organizations. The vendor booths will be located in the Brazos 
Ballroom of the Waco Convention Center.

Å Vendor setup will be on Thursday, October 22nd from 1:00pm ï 
3:00pm, with take down and move out by 10:00am on Sunday, October 
25th.

Help us find vendors!



CONTESTS & AWARDS

Chapter Advisor Awards

ÅNominate your chapter's advisor(s) to be recognized

Chapter Project Fair

ÅSubmit your chapter project for our virtual fair!

Video Contest

ÅVideos of 1 minute to 3 minutes

Photo, Art & Media Contest - 

ÅEntries to be submitted online between August 1st and September 1st 

ÅNote: Photos & Media must be taken somewhere in Texas and within the current year: 2026

All Entries due by 5pm Tuesday, September 1 st  



ADVISOR AWARD

The Texas Master Naturalist Program presents the 
annual Chapter Advisor Award  to outstanding advisors 
and/or teams of advisors each year. The goal of the awards 
program is to encourage and recognize the exceptional work and 
support of local Texas Master Naturalist Chapter Advisors.

The Chapter Advisor Team category was established to 
recognize the exceptional support of TMN chapter Advisors 
working in partnership to support a chapter, just as the TMN 
program is supported by a partnership between Texas Parks & 
Wildlife Department and the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service at the statewide level.

Applications are due by September 1 st , 2026.



CHAPTER PROJECT FAIR

The Texas Master Naturalist Program holds this competition during our 
Annual Meeting each year to share and award the premier projects of the 
TMN Program. Our chapter members continually list this fair as a favorite 
way to learn about projects other chapters are doing and how they may be 
able to replicate such projects in their areas.

Entry, Criteria & Judging

1. Each Chapter will provide a short-written paragraph describing 
the project by September 1 st , 2026 . 

2. A pre-selected panel of judges will join the live 20-minute 
presentation of eachProject Fair entry during our September 
#TMNTuesday Speaker Session on September 15 th , 2026

3.     Awards will be announced at the Annual Meeting and will be in 
the form of monetary project grants which are intended to 
further support the winning projects or new project 
implementations of the chaptersô choice.

https://txmn.tamu.edu/tmntuesdays/
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