
Chapter Presidents and Advisors Meeting 

August 25, 2026 

Notes 

 

- August and September meetings are last two standard ones of the year. Next meeting will 
be on September 29th. October will be at Annual Meeting, November and December are 
Joint TMNTuesdays. (October TBA, November 10th, December 8th) 

 

State Office Notes: 

-Welcome back (and congratulations) to Hannah! 

-Resuming normal operations. Contact Hannah for chapter training resources and 
questions, TMN marketing, brand, and logo questions and review, and chapter-state office 
communications.  

 

TMNTuesdays: 

-TMNTuesday will not be second Tuesday in September due to Labor Day 

-September TMNTuesday will be the Annual Meeting Project Fair. There is not a set time 
frame yet, should be between 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. time frame. It will be on September 15th. 

-If you haven't yet, submit your chapter's project into the contest! 

-For the September 15th chapter project fair, there will be 20-minute presentations from 
each participating chapter, including 5 minutes of Q&A. 

 

TMN Governing Documents - Progress Reports: 

-Some chapters have not completed their Chapter Operating Handbook submission. If 
your chapter is on the list (Central Texas, Coastal Prairie, Cypress Basin, East Texas, Heart 
of Texas, Lower Trinity Basin, Mid-Coast, Red River, Rio Grande Valley, South Plains, South 
Texas, and Trans Pecos), please update with your current status. 

 

Recertification and Milestone Pins Ordering: 



-Last big mailout of 4,000 and up hours was sent out in early July. Any orders put through 
from now to September 30th will be collected by your chapter at the Annual Meeting. Make 
sure you have a representative that will be picking those up. This helps save on high 
shipping costs. 

-Please only order for people who are very close to those milestones and are expected to 
reach them by the end of the year. 

 

2027 Volunteer Training Class Info: 

-There is now a page to list 2027 training courses. It's not on the home page of the website 
yet as some chapters still have 2026 training applications open. Once those application 
periods have closed, the button for trainings on homepage redirect to 2027 trainings. 

-If you do have those training dates ready to go, you can go ahead and fill out the form. 

https://txmn.tamu.edu/blog/2027-volunteer-training-courses/ 

 

Pollinators for Texas: 

-2026 project awardees have been notified. 

-They've gone through the process of getting those funds for awarded chapters, and those 
funds should take one to two weeks to process.  

-The next steps that they're asking for awarded projects within the chapters is to reply to the 
email notification with a project description for the press release coming up (and please 
keep information on the down low until that press release is out!) 

-There were a lot of incredible submissions. Congratulations 2026 chapter awardees!  

-2026-2027 Project Timeline: There should be a timeline in your email. There's an awarded 
chapter check-in webinar with Cristian, an email will go out with the link to that webinar. 
The project completion deadline is July 6th, 2027, with a final report due on July 30th, 2027. 

-Congratulations 2026 Chapter Awardees: Alamo Area, Balcones Canyonlands, Blackland 
Prairie, Capital Area, Coastal Prairie, East Texas, El Camino Real, Elm Fork, Hays County, 
Heartwood, Highland Lakes, Hill Country, Lost Pines, Prairie Oaks, Red River, Rio Grande 
Valley. 

 



2026 Annual Meeting: 

-Only around 55 days left until the meeting! 

-Standard Code of Conduct for the meeting is posted on the website 

https://txmn.tamu.edu/annual-meeting-code-of-conduct/ 

Countdown Timeline: We are nearing the end of earlybird registration. That will end August 
31st, 2026. After that, there will be a price increase to 'Standard Registration.' Standard 
Registration closes on September 30th.  

 

Annual Meeting Agenda Items Relevant to Presidents & Advisors:  

-If you are planning to attend Chapter Leadership Luncheon on Thursday, October 22nd, 
2026 in the Chisholm Ballroom from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., please sign up for it during registration 
so they may get a headcount.  

-Please select a chapter designee to attend in your place if you are unable to make it. That 
is where 4,000+ milestone pins will be distributed as well. 

-This meeting will be livestreamed and recorded. The virtual link will be sent in early 
October. You won't need to log in for virtual meeting until closer to 12 p.m. because the first 
hour everyone will be eating. 

 

Chapter Attendees Report: 

-You can request a Chapter Attendees report from Mary Pearl by email, now or at the end of 
registration on September 30th. 

-This can be helpful for arranging carpooling, selecting a chapter president meeting 
designee, picking up items from TAMU Press, delivering items for the silent auction, and 
VMS reporting after conference. 

 

Roundtables: 

-Communication Director Roundtable: Friday, October 23rd from 2-3 p.m. at the Annual 
Meeting, Ranger Room 110. 

-VMS Roundtable: Friday, October 23rd 4:20-5:20 p.m., Ranger Room 109. 



-Training Director Roundtable: Saturday, October 24th from 4:20-5:20 p.m. in Ranger Room 
110. 

 

*Parking at the Convention Center is Free!*  

 

-There are also options for guest meals at the Annual Meeting for people who may want to 
join for meals, but not necessarily attend any classroom sessions. There is also an 
individual ticket for the awards dinner if someone wants to just attend that.  

 

-There are no refunds after October 6th, 2026. 

 

Discount Code: 

-Each chapter may award one $100 registration discount toward a full registration for a 
selected member for the 2026 TMN Annual Meeting. 

-Each chapter's leadership decides how to distribute that discount. 

-The deadline for the code is September 15th. 

-The code is used during registration. 

 

Silent Auction: 

-A great way to get your holiday shopping done while giving back to the conference!  

-The discount codes are funded through the silent auctions from the previous year.  

-They're asking each chapter to consider giving items that may have regional representation 
of your chapter's ecoregion, naturalist items, travel packages, hand crafted items, themed 
baskets. 

-The current request is at least one item worth $100 from each chapter. 

 

Swap Shop: 



-If you have items you want to consider donating that may be helpful for chapter use but 
might be more appropriate to give away, a swap shop table will be available for giving items 
away. Think empty file folders, informational brochures, etc.  

 

TMN Curriculum Bulk Orders at Annual Meeting: 

-You can order your TMN training textbooks for pickup at the Annual Meeting to save on 
shipping. 

-Order form sent to all Chapter Presidents on 3rd. The deadline to order is October 1st.  

-Please designate who will be picking up these (heavy!) books. There will be help available 
to assist with loading them into the car. 

https://txmn.tamu.edu/chapter-resources/curriculum/ 

 

TMN Merch Pop Up Store:  

-Ordering window August 25th-September 15th. 

-On the polos, you can have your individual chapter name embroidered on those.  

-You will receive these items at the conference in October. 

https://txmn.tamu.edu/2026-Annual-meeting/#merch 

 

Volunteering at the Meeting: 

-Volunteer shifts are now open to all Annual Meeting attendees!  

-If you'd like to sign up to volunteer and get some VMS hours, there is a link on the website. 

-They're always looking for help with registration, information desk, general event support, 
classroom hosts, general tech support, and silent auction help. 

 

Milestone Recognition:  

-Milestones of Member Registered for the Annual Meeting are recognized Saturday evening. 

-Please have admins go in to make sure milestones are updated by August 31st and 
September 30th.  



-Milestones recognized at the annual meeting must have been reached within the past 
year, October 15th, 2025 through September 30th, 2026. They will do their best to watch 
those who are nearing a milestone.  

-Please send pictures of registrants with 4,000 hours or more in the past year. (Send these 
to Michelle: michelle.haggerty@ag.tamu.edu) 

 

Chapter Slideshow: 

-Donna Cole puts together a chapter slideshow.  

-Only about four chapters have submitted photos so far, so please gather 10 photos and 
submit them for the chapter slideshow. The deadline for that is September 30th or sooner.  

-Delivery needs to be by Google Photos or Google Drive to Donna Cole: 
donna@donna2112.com 

 

Chapter Memorials: 

-Please share any chapter memorials of members passed since the last Annual Meeting.  

-Email Michelle Haggerty and Donna Cole with Name, Chapter, and 1 photo. 

-Deadline for this is September 30th.  

 

Be a Sponsor: 

-They are still looking for sponsorships. TMN Chapters can be sponsors too. Sponsors will 
be recognized during the meeting. 

https://txmn.tamu.edu/2026-annual-meeting/#sponsors 

 

Contests & Awards:  

https://txmn.tamu.edu/2026-annual-meeting/#Contests-and-awards 

-Advisor Award: There are currently no nominees for Chapter Advisor Award. 

-Chapter Project Fair: This is their way to recognize the amazing projects that chapters are 
doing out in the field. The original entry is a short written paragraph due by September 1st. 



Part of that is a 20 minute presentation two weeks later on the TMN Tuesday. There is a 
monetary project grant award for the top places.  

Project Fair - Call for Judges 

-They need chapter advisors from both agencies who are willing to be a judge on that panel. 
The main thing is everybody needs to be available on September 15th from roughly 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 

-They're also looking for volunteers to assist with the judging panel as well. They are looking 
for volunteers from chapters that are not submitting a project fair entry, to keep the judge 
unbiased.  

-A great way to get air conditioned volunteer hours! 

-Video Contest: If you have a member who is interested in taking videos and providing a 
(one to three minute) showcase of a chapter project, highlight, impact, or something 
similar, please consider submitting that through the portal listed on the website.  

-The Photo Art & Media contest has both individual categories and chapter categories. The 
chapter categories are a chapter newsletter, scrapbook, or brochure. there are also 
individual entries for photography and art. 

More Annual Meeting information can be found here: https://txmn.tamu.edu/2026-annual-
meeting/ 

 

Our State Website: The "kitchen sink!" If you have any questions, browse there first to see if 
it answers any questions before reaching out.  

https://txmn.tamu.edu/ 

-Also sign up for the State Email Listserv. 

https://txmn.tamu.edu/chapter-resources/email-listserv/ 

 

TMN WordPress Websites Transition & Training: 

-The next TechTuesday is Tuesday, September 1st from 12 p.m. - 1 p.m. 

-For website related needs, please submit first call tickets through the new email address; 
MGMNsupport@ag.tamu.edu 

 



Chapter Templates and Resources: 

-Reminder that the password is changed annually. The email is sent out at the beginning of 
the year. If you cannot find the password, reach out to Hannah Ferguson for the password.  

-Two new things were added since the last round table are social media templates: a 
template for chapter project highlights as well as chapter project workdays.  

-Please share these with those who do communications for your chapter. 

https://txmn.tamu.edu/chapter-templates-and-resources/ 

 

Reminders to Our Chapter:  

-If you need chapter marks, fill out form on resource page and Hannah will send you the 
chapter marks. 

-Please remember that the TMN logo and titles are trademarks. You can review the 
guidelines here: https://txmn.tamu.edu/chapter-resources/chapter-documents/ 

https://txmn.tamu.edu/chapter-resources/tmn-brand-marketing/ 

https://txmn.tamu.edu/chapter-resources/tmn-merchandise-name-tags/ 

 

Other Links: 

TMN License Plates: https://txmn.tamu.edu/blog/tmn-license-plate/ 

Texas Master Naturalist Endowment: https://masternaturalistendowment.org/ 

AgriLife Learn Store: https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/ 

 

TMN VMS Updates: 

-There haven't been any. The team is now meeting on an as-needed basis. The team is still 
monitoring and checking every day. They've been told there are changes coming, have not 
been giving the opportunity to test those changes themselves. 

 

TMN Merchandise: 



-If you are interested in a local chapter produced item, you must follow marketing and 
brand guide as well as get approval from the state office. There may be a long turnaround 
time for this, so please get any requests in early.  

 

End of the Year Succession Planning: 

-Chapter nominations and elections are coming up soon. 

-Chapters, plan your New Year Board Retreats. 

-In December, don't forget to enter new leadership in VMS (Mark in Directors List). 

 

Deadlines Before the Annual Meeting: 

-Early Bird Registration Closes - August 31st 

-Photo Art & Media Entries Due - September 1st 

-Milestone Hours Reported - by August 31st and again by September 30th 

-ALL Registration Closes - September 30th 

-4,000 and Above Pink Orders for the remainder of the year by September 30th 

-Chapter Memorial (Michelle & Donna Cole) - NEW Deadline = September 30th 

-Chapter Photo Show (Donna Cole) - NEW Deadline = September 30th 

-Curriculum Book Order - October 1st 

 


